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ORIGIN SS-15 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /016 R 
666 

DRAFTED BY: S/CCT: RAFEARE Y : N WH 
APPROVED BY: S/CCT: RAFEARE Y 
S/S-0:DLMACK 

119517 

P 220209Z NOV 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL ASMARA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 277294 

EXDIS NOFORN 

FOLLOWING REPEAT DAMASCUS 4654 ACTION SECSTATE 21 NOVEMBER 75. 
QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4654 

EXDIS 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ET, IT, SY, US 

SUB J : KAGNEW FOUR 

REF: DAMASCUS 4277 

1. EMBOFF MET WITH SYRIAN ALAWITE LAWYER MUNIR AL-ABDALLAH 
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DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS AS SOMEONE WHO KNEW ERITREAN 
SITUATION WELL AND ALSO OF ITS LEADERS. IN FRANK YET 
PLEASANT MANNER. LAWYER ALMOST IMMEDIATELY MENTIONED 
VISIT FEW WEEKS AGO OF ITALIAN GENERAL (REFTEL) "AUTHORIZED 
BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TO ACT AS MEDIATOR" TO ASSIST 
IN OBTAINING RELEASE OF CAPTIVES. LAYWER SAID HE HAD BREN 
PERONALLY BRIEFED ON TALKS BY OSMAN SABBE, LEADER OF 
PLF WITH WHOM ITALIAN HAD MET WHILE HERE. HE ADDED THAT 
SABBE HAD ALSO MET WITH "AMERICAN AMBASSADOR IN MOGADISCIO" 
TO DISCUSS STATUS OF PRISONERS. LAWYER VOLUNTARILY PROVIDED 
EMBOFF WITH PHONE NUMBERS OF LOCAL ELF OFFICER AND OF PLF 
OFFICE IN BEIRUT WHERE PRINTED MATERIAL ON ERITREAN 
REVOLUTION COULD BE OBTAINED. HE SAID THAT SABBE 
HAD ALSO TOLD HIM PLF HELD TWO AMERICANS AND ELF 
THE OTHER TWO AND THAT ERITREANS INTENDED TO 
KEEP THEM ALL ALIVE AND WELL. IN RESPONSE TO 
EMBOFF'S QUESTION REGARDING REPORTED UNIFICATION 
OF ELF AND PLF HE SAID THAT UNIFIED STRUCTURE 
DID NOT HAVE MUCH SUBSTANCE TO IT. IT WAS CLEARLY 
HIS BELIEF THAT TWO MOVEMENTS WERE STILL OPERATING 
SEPARATELY. 

2. ITALIAN EMBOFF WHO PROVIDED INFO REFTEL TOLD 
US GENERAL WAS BACK IN DAMASCUS NOV 1 1 BUT 
UNABLE TO MAKE CONTACT WITH ERITREANS. HE THEN 
FLEW TO BEIRUT IN HOPES OF MAKING CONTACT 
THERE. HE ADDED THAT CABLE HAS BEEN RECEIVED BY 
EMBASSY NOTIFYING THEM OF THIRD VISIT PERHAPS AS 
EARLY AS NEXT WEEK. 

3. COMMENT: (A) AL-ABDALLAH DOES INDEED F.FF.M 

TO HAVE GOOD KNOWLEDGE OF AND CONNECTIONS WITH 
ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENT LEADERS, BOTH PLF 
AND ELF. WE ARE NOT SURE WHY FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OFFICIAL SUGGESTED HIM TO US BUT BELIVE HE MAY BE 
AN UNOFFICIAL SARG CONTACT POINT WITH ERITREANS. 

(B) AS FOR ITALIAN GENERAL, WHATEVER HE IS UP TO, HE 
SEEMS TO HAVE LEFT WIDE TRAIL THROUGH DAMASCUS. 
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4. DEPT PLEASE PASS OTHER POSTS AS DESIRED. 

PELLETREAU 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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